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Summary Description

The Scott-Walker House sits on a one-acre site on the east side of State Road 635 in a
mountainous area called Buckeye Hollow in rural Smyth County, Virginia, two miles southeast
of the town of Saltville. The house is a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed structure with a hall-
parlor plan on each floor. The house has limestone masonry walls and exterior chimneys at each
gable end. Interior woodwork makes the house exceptional. The original structure has raised
paneling in the door and window reveals, and has paneled wainscotting in one room. It also has
dentil crown molding and plastered walls above wainscotting in afl rooms. Elaborate carving,
featuring an uncommon scallop motif, decorates mantels on each floor. A single-story, three-
room, frame wing was added to the north elevation 1992 and a single-story frame garage was
built east of the house in 1993. There are no extant historic outbuildings on the property.

Detailed Description

A small yard extends from the principal facade of the house about fifteen yards to a spur
off State Route 635 bounding the south elevation of the Scott-Walker House. The west gable
end is bordered almost directly by State Route 635. A narrow yard, which extends from the
new wing about forty yards to another fence, extends beyond the north elevation. A steep hill
covered by a large rock outcropping rises near the east gable end of the house to a fence about

thirty yards away,

Facing south, it is a three-bay, two-story, limestone masonry house with a stone
foundation, a gable roof, and two exterior end chimneys. The foundation has three small
openings, two of which retain rough wood framing. Although now filled with silt, the basement
has a ceiling height of from six to six and one half feet. It is entered through a bulkhead on the
rear elevation. Both the first and second floors and the attic have a hall-parlor plan of two
rooms divided by a partition. On each floor, the east room is the larger of the two rooms.

The massive walls are coursed, roughly cut limestone. The courses above ground are
more regular than those of the rough foundation walls. The walls are load-bearing with wooden
floor joists set directly into the stone. The wall stones range in length from thirty inches to less
than six inches. Sixteen inches is a typical length, and six to eight inches a typical height.
Much mortar is replaced and some is missing, creating occasional gaps between stones.
However, the walls retain their structural integrity. There are no quoins or beltcourses.

The south elevation was originally the front elevation. It has two windows and a door
on each floor. The two first-floor windows are symmetrically placed with one on each side of
the first-floor doorway. These are nine-over-six double-hung sash windows, fit flush with the
exterior surface. The first-floor doorway has a panelled, all wood door with metal strap hinges.
This doorway is surmounted by a flat stone arch, the end pieces of which stop about two inches
from the door edge. The two first-floor windows are surmounted with a similar arch, The
second-floor has windows and a door exactly over the first floor openings. The second floor
doorway once opened onto a porch. The fact that this doorway matches that of the first floor
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in size and elaboration, and has a similar threshold confirms that a two-level porch was once
attached to the south facade.

A frame addition, possibly dating from the early twentieth century, extended from the
west gable end until it was torn down in 1992. A large stone exterior end chimney is centered
on this elevation. This chimney has a projecting masonry cap. On the right side of this
chimney is a doorway like that of the first floor of the south elevation. This doorway no longer
has its original door. Two small, single-sash, four-pane, wood-frame, attic windows are
symmetrically placed, with one on each side of the chimney. The east gable end is exactly like
that of the west except that it lacks a doorway.

The north elevation is similar to the south elevation except that it lacks a second-story
door. The doorway is identical to that of the south elevation. The symmetrically placed
windows are the same as those on the south elevation. There is a small repaired section filled
in with brick in the wall under the right first-story window. This repair included replacement

of the window’s original sill with concrete.

The gable roof is covered by standing-seam sheetmetal. The rafter ends are enclosed in
a boxed soffit and a thin piece of molding serves as a comice on both elevations.

The first floor of the Scott-Walker House has a nine-foot ceiling height. Both rooms
have east-west running heart pine floorboards, plaster or wallboard above wainscotting, dentil
crown molding, and two recessed windows in each room with raised panel reveals. The ceiling
of both rooms consists of plain, smoothly finished, narrow boards. A beaded partition wall

divides the two rooms.

The original woodwork in both first-floor rooms survives largely intact. The east room
is the most ornate, with Federal-style, raised-panel, cherry wainscotting forty-one inches above
the floor, and the most elaborate mantel in the house:

The Federal-style east-room mantel features a segmental-arched soffit, a plain
frieze panel edged by scalloping, schematic pilasters with gouged channels, and
a heavily molded shelf. The overmantel has a plain plaster field, flanked by
pilasters and topped by dentil cornice.’

The west room contains a less ornate mantel:

The mantel in the west room is similar to the somewhat more elaborate east-room
mantel. It features a plain architrave surround and has a frieze with two
horizontal panels edged with the same scalloping motif seen in the east mantel.
The projecting mantel shelf features a punch-and-dentil bed molding.?

The maple dado panelling in this room is simple vertical planking thirty-three and one-half
inches high, above a five-inch baseboard. The window jambs in the east room have been
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painted, perhaps in the nineteenth century, but the rest of the woodwork in these two first-floor
rooms has never been painted, though it could have once been varnished. This could account for
the dark opaque-brown color of the mantels in these two rooms.

The west-room boxed staircase is of cherry, walnut, and maple. It begins parallel to the
north wall, turning to parailel the west wall. The west wall section is enclosed. The stair steps
become winders at the comner of the two walls. The north wall section has a simple square
newel with unturned square balusters and a slightly more sculpted handrail. There is also a
small closet under the stairs with original H-L hinges.  This room has one door on the

southwest corner.

The second floor plan is similar to that of the first except that the wood partition wall is
moved west sO as to create a small west room--the area first entered upon ascending the
staircase. A balustrade similar to the staircase surrounds the stair opening. Both rooms have
dentil crown molding like that of the first floor, a large section of which is missing from the
east-room north wall. Each room has two window jambs like those of the first floor; the east
room has the second-story doorway. Plank dado panelling like that of the west first-floor room
is in both rooms. The upstairs walls are plastered above the panelling. Only the east room has
a mantel. The paint coating this mantel was probably added during the twentieth century; the
mantel is the only part of the woodwork above the first floor that shows obvious evidence of

surface treatment.

Along the interior partition wall of the east room is a staircase leading to two attic rooms.
These rooms have knee walls composed of wood planking with a thin chair rail on the north and
south walls and a larger chair rail on the east and west walls. Two closet doorways located near
the staircase permit access to a space beyond the knee walls and thus partial access to the roof
structural system. The rafters are heavy sawn members with pegged scarf joints. Knee wall
studs go from the floor to attach directly to the rafters.

A frame addition, possibly constructed in the twentieth century, was connected to the
main house at the west gable end, covering the first-floor portion of the main house chimney and
extending north past the north elevation wall of the main house, until 1992 when it was torn
down. This was a one-story, two-room, frame, gable-roofed addition with a dropped roof porch
extending from the south facade of the west room. A brick, interior chimney was located
between the two rooms. It was probably a stove chimney as there was no fireplace in either
room. The interior had a two-room plan and the east room was originally subdivided to create

at least one other room.

In 1992 Mr. Robert Barker, current owner of the property, added a frame wing to the
north elevation. It is a single-story, three-room, frame addition with a cinderblock foundation
resting on a concrete slab and a gable roof covered in standing seam sheetmetal. The south
gable end meets the north facade of the original structure through a narrow passage, creating the
T plan of the resultant structure. The new wing inciudes a porch on its north and east
elevations. A window bay is included on the east elevation. In its relation to the fabric of the
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original structure, this wing can be viewed as an essentially separate structure. The connecting
hall between the new wing and the original structure has an independent foundation consisting
of six wood floor joists resting on two concrete lintel blocks which in turn rest on two reinforced
concrete piers. None of these pieces attach to the fabric of the original structure. The
connecting hall simply abuts the facade of the original structure.

Because the Scott-Watker House was used as a farm residence, outbuildings probably
were once associated with it, but none now survive on the property. A noncontributing, one-
story, frame garage was built east of the dwelling in 1993.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Scott-Walker House is significant because it is the oldest known stone farmhouse in
Smyth County, Virginia. It is a two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed structure with a hall-parlor
plan on each floor. The house has limestone masonry walls and exterior chimneys at each gable
end. Two finished attic rooms are unusual features of the dwelling.

The house is an early nineteenth-century dwelling of a prosperous Southwest Virginia
farmer. It is contemporary with the Old Stone Tavern, a Virginia Historic Landmark in Smyth
County dating to before 1815.° Unlike the Old Stone Tavern, however, the Scott-Walker House
represents a surviving domestic structure from this period. The Scott-Walker House is especiaily
significant because of its high quality workmanship and its architectural integrity. The house
was owned by the Scott and Walker families from its construction to the mid-twentieth century,
although the economic status of the owners seems to have declined after the death of its first

owner.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Scott-Walker House dates from the early nineteenth century. The original owner
was Charles Scott. Scott formaily acquired the land on which the house was built in a deed
from James Crabtree dated March 8, 1790, but first paid taxes on it in 1788.* This original
tract included two hundred acres in what was then Washington County. James Crabtree, holder
of large amounts of land in early Washington County, acquired the property by a patent dated
July 5, 1785.° In 1792 Peter Scott, most likely Charles Scott’s brother, paid taxes on one
hundred acres of this land.® In a deed dated September 18, 1799 Peter Scott sold the same land
back to Charles Scott.” In 1803 Charles Scott again sold this same one-hundred-acre tract to
Mary F. Robbins who sold it back to him in 1810.° Perhaps Charles Scott thus shuffled his
land around to raise money for the construction of the house during the first years of the
nineteenth century. This deduction is bolstered by the personal property tax records of 1815,
which confirm that the house was built before 1815, listing Charles Scott as the owner of one
"country house” valued at one thousand dollars, a substantial amount indicating a significant

building.’

Charles Scott was a prosperous farmer in Washington County. The 1815 personal
property tax records list him as the owner of four slaves and fifteen head of cattle.
Furthermare, houses valued at more than five hundred dollars appear infrequently in the 1815
personal property tax records. Among a sample of over thirty people listed in these records only
seven paid more than two dollars in total taxes. Charles Scott paid five dollars and fifteen cents
in taxes on his personal property in 1815, including a piece of furniture elaborate enough to be
individually taxed. This places him within the top twenty percent of property owners in the
area. Significant outbuildings may have been associated with the house during this period
because in 1820 Charles Scott paid taxes on buildings valued at one thousand two hundred
dollars or two hundred dollars over the value of the house in 1815."° Charles Scott died in
1825 and an inventory of his property dated March 18, 1826 lists him as the owner of extensive
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amounts of livestock, farm implements, household goods, and eleven slaves.” He also died
seized of a total of two hundred fifty acres of land."

Charies Scott willed his "plantation” to his sons George and Thomas. Thomas moved
to nearby Tazewell County by 1840 and sold his share of his inheritance to a third party in 1840;
this left his brother with the portion containing the house.” Smyth County was formed from
Washington County in 1832 and included the Scott-Walker House property. Following the final
settlement of Charles Scott’s estate in 1841, George W. Scott began paying taxes on the house
and the land accompanying it, now comprising a single, 125-acre tract."

George W. Scott lived on the property until his death on December 11, 1877, but was
beset with legal difficuities throughout his life and never attained his father's level of
prosperity.” George W. Scott was forced to make a deed of trust to his brother Mitchel for
the "Stone House" tract containing the Scott-Walker House in 1841 to secure debts which he
owed, because he was "in arrears” in paying them.'® George W. Scott also owed over six
hundred dollars to a James Cox in 1852 and appeared in chancery court from 1849 to 1852,
unable to pay his debts.'” His name also shows up in Common Law suits brought by two
Virginia banks in 1853, in which judgements were made against him and co-defendants for
amounts of over one thousand dollars." George W. Scott did not pay off his debts nor regain
title to the Scott-Walker House land, from Edward A. Scott who held the trust deed to it after
Mitchel Scott conveyed it to him in 1849, until 1861."

George W. Scott farmed his land and dabbled in various other pursuits. He was
appointed constable of the second district of Smyth County in 1833, paying a bond to the
governor of Virginia to receive this appointment.® His personal property in 1846 is
enumerated in a trust deed of that year. It shows that he owned livestock, including nine head
of cattle, household furniture, and farm implements, and that he grew oats, wheat, and corn.”
A more extensive list of property is attributed to him in another deed of trust made in 1852.
The substantial numbers of various kinds of tanned hides and untanned skins listed in this deed
indicate that George W. Scott earned some money in tanning.* George W. Scott never owned
more land than the 125 acres of the Scott-Walker House tract, but he made one small gift of land
to each of his two daughters, recorded by deeds in 1876, which reduced his holdings to 122 1/2

acres.”

George W. Scott died intestate in 1877 and his widow, his two daughters, and their
husbands continued to live on the property, assuming ownership of it by informal conveyance
until they encountered serious legal problems arising from Edward A. Scott’s former trust deed
to the property.* Edward A. Scott is described in a letter representing the George W. Scott
heirs as "insolvent years before his death.” This assessment is thoroughly justified by an
account of the debts of Edward A. Scott prepared after his death in 1865, in which his estate is
shown to have owed more than fifteen thousand dollars to multiple claimants.”

A chancery suit, begun by 1870 and not ending till after the turn of the century, was
brought against Edward A. Scott’s estate and other defendants by several plaintiffs, including
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Vincent Morgan. Morgan subsequently learned that Edward A. Scott had held a trust deed for
the Scott-Walker House property and in 1882 requested for it to be added as liable for sale to
satisfy judgements in the suit.® Despite the. fact that George W. Scott is described as residing
on the property during the time Edward A. Scott held the trust deed for it, in two different
period documents, and despite the fact that George W. Scott regained title to the land in 1861,
the court overruled the arguments of the George W. Scott heirs and ordered the Scott-Waiker
House property sold to pay judgements in the suit.” The George W. Scott heirs’ case may
have been weakened by the fact that Edward A. Scott paid taxes on the Scott-Walker House
property in 1850 and again in 1855.%

As a result of this judgement, the Scott-Walker House property was sold by a court
appointed commissioner to U.S. Walker, husband of George W. Scott’s daughter Mary Ann
Walker. U.S. Walker received the deed for the property in November 1892. He paid $1250
for the property, the amount at which it was valued in 1850 when Edward A. Scott paid taxes

on it,”

This amount did not reflect the appraised value of the property in 1893 of $367.50.%
Indeed, except for amounts easily attributed to Civil War era inflation, the value amounts
included in the tax records for buildings added to the land decline steadily throughout the
nineteenth century, and the total appraised value of the property declined substantially after the
Civil War. When George W. Scott first paid taxes on it in 1842, the total value of the property
was appraised at $1250, with eight hundred doliars of this allotted for the buildings on it. By
1855 the total value of the property had increased to $1500, but the buildings on it then were
appraised at only six hundred fifty dollars. By 1875 the total value of the property was down
to $612.50 with only one hundred dollars of this amount on account of the buildings on it. The
buildings on the land were also valued at one hundred dollars in 1893 when U.S. Walker first

paid taxes on it,”

When Walker received title to the land, the boundaries were unchanged from the 122 1/2
acres which they comprised at George Scott’s death. The decline in value of the land throughout
the nineteenth century and George Scott’s inability to purchase more land during his lifetime
underscore why few changes were made to the house during the nineteenth century; George W.
Scott was not economically successful. Thus, during the nineteenth century the house remained
much the same as it was when built, preserving its integrity from the construction period, but
also indicating a corresponding decline in the status of the building from opulent to outmoded.

U.S. Walker died on April 2, 1932 and left small amounts of money in his will to
members of his family, providing that the buik of his property be divided equally amongst his
family.” The deed of partition dated November 1932, dividing his estate amongst his heirs,
reveals that he owned a tract of 245.12 acres of land, including the land containing the Scott-
Walker House.” His daughter Jeanett Keels received 67.52 acres including the Scott-Walker
House, referred to as the "stone house,” by this deed.
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Jeanett Keels is listed in this deed as a resident of South Carolina so it is unclear when
or if she lived in the house. However, she was living in Smyth County in another house at the
time of her death in 1967.* Jeanett Keeis sold the Scott-Walker House property, with the same
boundaries as she received it, in February 1952.* The house thus passed out of the hands of
its original family and subsequently changed hands many times up to July 1990 when Frank
Detweiler acquired the tract on which the house now sits.* This tract is approximately one
acre.” Detweiler sold the property to its current owners Robert L. Barker and Elizabeth P.

Barker in August 1990.

The house is significant as a surviving example of a type of architecture once common
in this part of Virginia. Additional area representatives of the type of stone vernacular
architecture represented by the Scott-Walker House include the Haller-Gibbony Rock House in
Wytheville, Virginia and the Old Russell County Courthouse near Dickensonville, Virginia, both
Virginia Historic Landmarks.™

The house retains a high degree of historic and physical integrity. Although no historic
outbuildings survive on the property, few changes have been made to the house. A frame
addition was added, probably in the twentieth century, but had little impact on the historic or
physical integrity of the house. It was a two-room wooden frame wing added to the west gable
end of the house. It was torn down without affecting the original structure in 1992. The same
year a new three-room wooden-frame wing was added to the rear elevation of the house, but it
too was constructed without altering the fabric of the original structure; it is connected to the
dwelling by a small frame hyphen. Except for the absence of its original two-level porch, the
front facade of the house is untouched by any real changes since its construction. Aside from
some interior replastering and a few electrical outlets, the rest of the house is scarcely different

from the way it was when built.
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